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Science and religion are different ways of 
understanding. 

Needlessly placing them in opposition 
reduces the potential of both to 
contribute to a better future.



The date that Genesis was written.

Å Date Written - c. 1440 B.C.
The date of the Exodus can be arrived at from 1 Kings 6:1 and calculated at around 
1446 to 1406 B.C. The Exodus preceded the time when Solomon began to build 
the temple (966 B.C.) by 480 years. 

Å 966 B.C. + 480 B.C. = 1446 B.C. 

Å The date of the writing of the book of Genesis is difficult to determine with any 
certainty. The date given is only offered to indicate it's relative place in Bible 
history. This is likely the time when Moses would have written the first five books 
of the Old Testament. 



Genesis 1 ?

Sequence of events relating to the creation

of the universe and life on earth



Genesis 1 ?
The chance of getting the sequence of events in Genesis 1 right is 1 in 720.
Yet 3500 years later we know, from a scientific evidence, that sequence of 
events was essential to sustain life. This is remarkable given that the author 
of Genesis was not a scientist and would have had no idea that without 
water and light, plants would not have prevailed by photosynthesis where 
water and carbon dioxide in the presence of light is converted into organic 
matter and oxygen.  Hence animals and humans would not have been able 
to live without plants, because they would have had nothing to eat, and 
more importantly no oxygen to breathe.

Day 1 = light

Day 2 = water

Day 3 = plants

Day 4 = sun, moon

and stars

Day 5 = animals

Day 6 = humans



Photosynthesis in plants
and a few bacteria are
responsible for feeding
all live on earth and it
generates the oxygen

that all oxygen requiring
animals need to live

- Priestly 1772

This is approximately 3000 years after 
Genesis was written.



OXYGEN was discovered in 1771
by

Carl Wilhelm Scheele



Genesis 1 ?
¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ άǎǇŜŎƛŜǎέ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ōȅ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘƭȅ 
ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ άƻǿƴ ƪƛƴŘέΦ ¢ƘŜ 
IŜōǊŜǿ ǘŜȄǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άƪƛƴŘέ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜΣ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƛǎ 
άǎǇŜŎƛŜǎέΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘέ ŘŜōŀǘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ муллΩǎ όŎŀΦ оллл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
commonly accepted definition of a species (see next slide) is the one 
described in Genesis 1. For some reason this original definition is never 
referred to in scientific circles, probably because the author of Genesis is not 
considered a scientist and/or because science did not exist when Genesis 
was authored. As a scientist, I am fascinated by the accuracy of Genesis in 
terms of how a species is still defined today 3500 years later.

Day 1 = light

Day 2 = water

Day 3 = plants

Day 4 = sun, moon

and stars

Day 5 = animals

Day 6 = humans



What is a species ?

A species is a group of animals or plants that are able to interbreed.

Inter-species crosses mostly generate no viable offspring, because of 
chromosomal or genetic incompatibilities. Even if offspring are produced,
they are usually infertile ςlike the mule.

In most organisms, heritable material such as DNA is copied extremely 
carefully.
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All life forms contain DNA 
which is the genetic 
material that contains the 
blueprint for every 
organism.

EACH  ORGANISM 
THEREFORE HAS ITS 
OWN UNIQUE DNA 
SEQUENCE:

THE ONLY
DIFFERENCE AMONGST

ORGANISMS IS IN THE QUANTITY
AND COMPLEXITY

OF THEIR DNA

A AAGGCCCTTAATTATTTGC

TTCCGGGAATTAATAAACG


